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that we have had this very problem to face for nearly one
hundred years on another frontier. Under the twenty divisions
plan, the British contribution could not possibly exceed (or,
indeed, approach) the number of long-service, fully mobilized
troops we have kept in India, Africa, and the Far East since
the mutiny for duties of a predominantly police character.
Our imperial problem was, in fact, a cold war problem and we
solved it early by building our military system round the
requirements of our Asiatic and African Empire and not vice
versa. Our problem, which was once peculiar to us, is now the
problem of the whole western world, to find a military system
which enables the western world to keep a fine, fully trained,
long-service police army on the Rhine and at the same time
to be able to expand and reinforce this army in the event of a
shooting war in Europe. It can be said with confidence that
all serious students of war in this country and in the United
States know both that this is the problem and that it can be
solved. It is hardly to be supposed that the French and
German military experts are less intelligent or far-sighted. It
is now the first duty of the Western European politicians to
get together and, facing the realities of the problem, to instruct
their military advisers to get together and work out a solution.
Once that has been done, the menace of the cold war is
over.

As in the diplomatic so in the military sphere, the invasion
of southern Korea affords a timely warning. Korea is within
the easiest striking distance of an overwhelmingly superior
United States fleet and air force. But neither arm could stop
or even delay the advance of the mechanized ground forces of
the invaders or prevent the crossing of the Han river. Sub-
stitute for the 38th parallel the Rhine frontier and for 150
somewhat ill-found tanks, manned by second-class troops,
1,500 tanks of the heaviest modern pattern, manned by highly
trained troops, and the lesson is tragically clear. It must be
heeded, and at once.

Will Russia, if she finds the progress of the cold war effec-
tively arrested, herself turn to tie shooting war? The answer
here is guesswork, but it seems reasonable to say that she will
not, if she is promised any effective resistance. Ultimately,